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Red Cross 'lost moral compass' in war but says drew
lessons
GENEVA | BY STEPHANIE NEBEHAY

(Reuters) - The Red Cross "lost its moral compass" during World War Two, turning a blind
eye to atrocities committed by the Nazis, but is speaking out more now about conflicts
including Syria, its president said on Tuesday.
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Peter Maurer said the International Committee of the Red Cross had not recognized Nazi
Germany for what it was and failed to protect civilians and especially Jews from
persecution and murder.
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"It failed as a humanitarian organization because it had lost its moral compass," Maurer
said in a speech. "It failed ... by responding to the outrageous with standard procedures, it
looked on helplessly and silently..."
The aid agency had access to prisoners of war during World War Two but could not enter
Hitler's concentration camps until the final days.
"The first lesson coming directly from the Holocaust is that in the face of a human
catastrophe silence is not a moral alternative. This is more important today than ever
because of what we see through the Middle East and Africa and even right here in
Europe," World Jewish Congress President Ronald Lauder said.
"When Christians are slaughtered in Africa and the Middle East just because they are
Christians, we cannot be silent."
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In 1995, Cornelio Sommaruga was the first ICRC president to publicly recognize that its
failure to speak out during the Holocaust was a "moral defeat". Sommaruga and Lauder
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attended Tuesday's event to mark the 70th anniversary next month of the war's end and to
examine the ICRC's shortcomings.
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"Since then, we have chosen to confront our past and to embrace transparency," Maurer
said. "The ICRC has also adopted a new policy on confidentiality, explicitly acknowledging
that there is a path to condemnation of acts of inhumanity.
"We cannot just be a relief organization."
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ICRC officials visited more than 800,000 detainees in 90 countries last year, but in
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exchange for access its confidential findings on conditions are only shared with
authorities.
It has visited four government-run detention centers in Syria, but the jails of China, Cuba
and North Korea, which activists say contain many political prisoners, remain off-limits.
(Reporting by Stephanie Nebehay; editing by Tom Miles and Ruth Pitchford)

Sponsored Financial Content

(?)

Two big IRA pitfalls to avoid Fidelity Retirement

7 Outrageous Credit Cards For Those Of Us
That Have Excellent Credit Next Advisor
1 little-known Apple supplier holds nearly
unlimited growth potential The Fool
How To Budget Your Money: The 50/20/30
Rule LearnVest
How large companies can make their
businesses more sustainable HSBC GB&M

Back to top

Reuters.com

Business

More from Reuters

Reuters News Agency

Support & Contact

Support

Corrections

Account Information

Register

Sign In

Connect with Reuters

About

Markets

Twitter

Privacy Policy

World

Politics

Technology

Brand Attribution Guidelines

Facebook

Terms of Use

Linkedin

Advertise With Us

Opinion

Money

Pictures

Videos

Site Index

Delivery Options

RSS

Podcast

AdChoices

Newsletters

Mobile

Copyright

Thomsonreuters.com
About Thomson Reuters
Our Flagship financial
information platform
incorporating Reuters
Insider

An ultra-low latency
infrastructure for
electronic trading and
data distribution

A connected approach to
governance, risk and
compliance

Our next generation legal
research platform

Our global tax
workstation

http://www reuters com/article/2015/04/28/us-mideast-crisis-redcross-idUSKBN0NJ2HC20150428?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews[4/28/2015 9:18:50 PM]

Investor Relations
Careers
Contact Us

Red Cross 'lost moral compass' in war but says drew lessons | Reuters

Thomson Reuters is the world's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts, personal finance,
stock market, and mutual funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook which requires fair presentation
and disclosure of relevant interests.
NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaq delayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please click here.

http://www reuters com/article/2015/04/28/us-mideast-crisis-redcross-idUSKBN0NJ2HC20150428?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews

