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,HtrmgofN azi
AgentbyU.S.
Shocks Court

New York, Aug. 26 [Speciall,~
Amazement at the eitse with whigh
a paid agent of |
the German gov-
ernment was able
to get a job in
Nelson Rockefel-
ler's bureau of
inter - American
affairs was ex-
pressed ‘today by
Federal Judge
John C. Knox at
the arraignment
before him of
Roberto Lanas
Vallecilla, 35 years old, on an indict-,
ment charging esplonage,

“Do they take any one who
comes along dowa there?” Judge
Knox exclaimed when informed Val-
lecilla worked in New York for the
German government from Sept. 1,
1940, to Dee. 7, 1941, and was able
in February, 1942, to obtain employ-
ment as a foreign language trans-
lator in the Rockefeller bureau,

Background Not Probed.

The judge indicated surprise that
a_government agency would hire a
man for such a position without ex-
haustive investigation of his back-
ground, A department of justice
announcement issued Aug. 7, when
Vallecilla' was arrested by the fed-
eral bureau of investigation, said
his activities had first come to the
attention of thc FBI in the spring
of 1941, -~

Vallecllla, n n}%vc of Colombia,
told Judge I{nox’that he wanted to
plead guilty, tut the jurist refused
‘to accept the plea. Because the in.
'dictment, which was’ returned to-
day, charges that the alleged acts
of espionage took place before the
‘United States entered the war, the
‘maxxmum penalty on conviction is
120 years' imprisonment, iederal offi-
cials said.

Bruce_Barton. advertising execu-
tive and dormer congressman,
headed the grand jury which in.
dicted Vatlecilla.

Admits Getting 33,000

United States Atty. John B. Me
Nally told the court Vallecilla has
signed a statement admitting he
had been paid more than $3,000 by
German agents fov information con-
cerning the defense o! the Unlted
States.

Vallecilla s accused in the indict-
ment of eatering into a conspiracy
to supply such information to Ger-
many when he met German agents;
in Portugal while a student theres
He came to New York ‘and started
sending letters abroad, it was said,
leading to scizure by the FBI of a
letter in secret ink containing fig-
ures on Amerlcan airplane produc-
tion.

Roberfo L. Valiccilia,
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