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By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT

The  20,000-word  indictment
against the twenty-four executives
of the I. G. Farbenindustrie in
Germany places them on a par
with Hermann Goering and others
tried before the International Mili-
tary Tribunal in Nuremberg.

The indictment sets forth in
great detail the initiative taken by
these industrialists in supporting
the Nazi movement financially in
return for Nazi support of Far-
ben's synthetic oil and rubber pro-
duction without which Germany
could not have fought the war.

The cost of such production was
50 tremendous that it could never
have been met except with the ul-
timate gains of a successful war.

Through its 500 foreign affiliates
and world-wide cartel agreements,
including some with United States
concerns, Farben at the same time
succeeded in limiting the produc-
tion of strategic materials in po-
tential enemy countries.

The indictment mentions an
agreement between Farben, Alumi-
num Company of America and Dow
Chemical Company. which limited
the output of magnesium in the
United States and restricted Unit-
ed States exports to Great Britain.

Sales fo Britain Barred

A second agreement between a
du Pont subsidiary and a subsidi-
ary of Farben prevented the sale
of American tetrazene-primed am-
munition to Britain in early 1941.

A third prevented the production
of atabrine, a chemical substitute
for quinine. in the United States
until the United States went to
war. *

A fourth, involving Standard Oil
Company of New Jersey, delayed
the beginning of buna rubber pro-
duction in the United States until
1840. )

Contrary to many expectations
and allegations no pressure has
been brought to bear on the War

Crimes Counsel either to soft-pedal’

the prosecution nf Germéan indus-
trialists in general or to avoid
mention of concerns in the United
States.

The second count of the indict-;

ment. plunder and spoilation, sup-
plics one of the main reasons why
Farben was interested in war. Dur-
ing and even befnre aggression it
shows Farben was intriguing for
industrial spoils. The countries in-
volved were Austria, Czechoslo-
vakia. Poland, Britain, France,
Denmark., Norway, Belgium. the
Netherlands)y Luxembourg, Yugo-

slavia, Greece. the Soviet Union
and the United States.
The third count, concerning

slave labor, discloses that Farben
built and operated a buna rubber
plant at Oswiecim to take advan-
tage of the manpower awaiting
gassing and cremation. It built its
own murderous concentration camp
alongside Oswiecim to house the
labarers.

All Accused of Conspiracy

The faurth count enncerns three
of the drfendants who belonged to
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the SS and the fifth charges all
with participation in the common
plan or conspiracy.

Only Krauch, the chairman, has
been selected for trial among
the fourteen members of the super-
visory board, which was technical-
ly the highest authority in Farben
but in practice took little part in the
management. Krauch took charge
of chemical developments of the
four-year plan at Goering's re-
quest, was responsible for labor al-
locations and for Farben’s intimate

liaison with the German Army.
There follow extracts and sum-
,maries from the indictment:

COUNT 1
AGGRESSIVE WARFARE

“Mitler with his program of war
.and Farben which could make Ger-
‘many self-sufficient for war found
a basis for close collaboration as
early as 1832. ... '

“About November, 1932, the des
fendants Buetefisch and Gatti-
neau, representing Farben, visited
Hitler in Munich and discussed the
question whether Farben ‘could
look to him and his party for sup-
port in the development of the
Farben hydrogenation process for
producing synthetic gasoline. Far-
ben had been contemplating aban-
donment of its costly synthetic
production - and research. Hitler
informed the Farben representa-
tives that he would support them
in the development of the hydro-
genation process and assured them
that synthetic gasoline fitted into
his program. ., . .”

After he came to power with
generous financial assistance from
Farben, Hitler made good his
promises. The Government guar-
anteed prices and sales of syn-
thetic gasolime. Farben began
work also on, synthetic rubber and
a secret magnesium plant.

“ . Farben concentrated its
vast resources ¢ . the creation and
equipment of the German military
machine for war, invented new
production processes and produced
huge quantities of materials of
war, including synthetic rubber,
synthetic gasoline, explosives,
methanol, nitrates and other criti-
cal materials. Without them Ger-
many could not have initiated and
waged aggressive war.”

As Farben's production soared
far in excess of the needs of a
peacetime economy, Krauch took
full charge of liaison with the Ger-
man Army as chief of “Vermit-
tlungsstelle W.” A department for
counter-intelligence, espionage and
sabotage was established to work
closely with Farben's numerous
foreign agents.

Fully Prepared in 1939

When the war began in Septem-
ber. 1939, Farben was so thor-
oughly prepared that wartime op-
eration involved practically no
‘changes.

,  In 1936 Farben's executives had
lbeen well advised of Germany's
‘aims by Goering, who told them
‘that once at war everything would
hinge upon oil and rubber. The
costs, he said, were “immaterial.”

Goering enlisted Krauch’'s serv-
ices as chief of the four-year
plan of chemical development and
‘worked out with him the so-called
“Karin Hall Plan” or ‘Krauch
Flan" for poison gas. explosives,
rubber and gasoline. Albert Speer
considered Farben to have been
“promoted to governmental status.”
a sort of “state within the state.”

Farben and subsidiaries produced
84 per cent of Germany's explo-
sives and 70 per cent of her gun-
powder from its own nitrogen pro-
duction. In 1942 it controlled 91.1
per cent of synthetic rubber pro-
duction throughout the world and
all of Germany's. It increased
magnesium production by more
than 4,000 per cent and aluminum
production by more than 1,300 per
cent between 1930 and 1942. It
produced 95 per cent of Germany's
poison gas in 1943,
| Book profits rose from about
171,000,000 marks in 1932 to 571,-
000,000 in 1942.

“German tanks. artillery and

armored vehicles rolled on Farben
electron and metal wheels shod
with Farben buna rubber and pro-
pelled by Farben synthetic gaso-
line. Nazi bombers were armored
‘with Farben aluminum and magne-
sium alloys, carried death loads of
'Farben incendiary bombs and ex-
plosives and were fueled by Farben
high octane aviation gasoline. .. .”

“Pending quantity production of
synthetic gasoline Farben took
steps [in 1936] to secure oil from
abroad. Farben ordered $20,000,000
of gasoline from Standard Oil
Company of New Jersey which de-
livered $14,000,000 worth. .. . Just
before the invasion of Czechoslo-
vakia, Farben arranged to borrow
500 tons of tetra-ethyl lead from
the Ethyl Export Corporation of the
United States and misrepresented
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'the purpose of the ‘loan’ ¢
rowed merchandise was to be re-
{turned by the .end of 1839. The
jlead was secured by the deposit of
approximately $1,000,000 as col-
lateral by Farben. At the expira-
tion date of the loah, 31 December,
1939, Farben, of course, forfeited
‘the coliateral. . . .

| “Germany’'s foreign economic
policy was aimed primarily at
\weakening the economic strength
of countries which the Third Reich
regarded as potential obstacles to
-the carrying out of its aggressive
policies.”

. Among Farben’s weapons were
icartel agreements with more than
12,000 major industrial concerns im
the United States, Great Britain,
France, Norway, the Netherlands,
Belgium and Poland. Through
them it spread political propa-
ganda, collected strategic informa-
tion and weakened other countries.

“Farben’s pre-war activities were
carefully designed to weaken the
United States as an arsenal of
democracy. Through its cartel ar-
rangements, Farben retarded the
production within the United States
of certain strategic products, in-
cluding synthetic rubber, magne-
sium, synthetic nitrogen, tetrazene,
atabrine and sulfa drugs.

“In the case of magnesium, a
cartel arrangement between Far-
ben, Aluminum Company of Amer-
ica, and Dow Chemical Company,
greatly restricted production with-
in the United States and prohibited
‘exports from the United States to
Burope, except to Germany and in
‘negligible amounts, to Great Brit-
;ain. Thus, Great Britain and the
‘rest of Europe became completely

The bor- ﬁd”‘;ug could be manufactured in the

dependent upon Germany for its
magnesium. As a result Great
Britain was in a desperate situa-
tion with respect to magnesium at
the outbreak of war. Meanwhile
Farben expanded its own magne-
sium production for war as rapidly
as possible.

“When the British Purchasing
Mission tried to buy tetra.zepe-
primed ammunition in the United
States in early 1941, the sale was
prevented by a cartel agreement
between 2 subsidiary of du Pont
and a subsidiary of Farben.

“When the Japanese captured
Java, they captured the bulk of
the world's quinine resources. The
only substitute to combat malaria
was atabrine, a synthetic drug dis-
covered by Farben. A single pat-
ent, controlled by Farbén, dictated
the terms by which this essential

United States, and prevented its
production in the United States

prior to Germany’s declaration of

war against the United States.

“By means of cartel agreements.

with Standard Oil Company of New

Jersey, Farben delayed the develop-
ment and production of buna rub-

ber in the United States until 1940,

while at the same time producing
sufficient buna in Germany to make:
the German Army and German in-
dustry independent of rubber im-

ports.

“During the early part of the
period from 1930 to 1940, industrial
United States
undertook research in the field and
Standard Oil developed synthetic

concerns in the

rubber known as butyl. Under the
terms of an agreement between
Farben and Standard Oi],

failed to carry out its obligations
under the agreement.

‘““Although Farben gave repeated.
assurances to Standard Oil that it
would obtain permission from the

German Government to supply the:

information about buna rubber to
Standard Oil, during the entire
time that Farben was giving these

assurances it had no intention of

divulging the process and treated.
the negotiations as a military mat-

ter in consultation with the Wehr-

r-ucht and other Nazi Government.
agencies. The result was that on 7
December, 1941, the United States
found itself at war with no ade-

quate rubber supply and with no
adequate program under way for

the:
parties were required to supply each.
other with full technical informa-
tion concerning the processes for
these products. Farben deliberately

making- synthetic rubber. Cut,off
from its rubber supply in the Far
Hast, only the most drastic steps
prevented disaster * * * ,

" “Farben's foreign agents formed
the core of Nazi intrigue through-
out the world. Financed and pro-
teécted by Farben, and ostensibly
acting only as business men, Far-
ben officials carried on propagands,
intelligence and espionage activities
indispensable to German prepara-
tion for and waging of aggressive
war. In Germany, Farben’s Berlin
N. W. 7 office was.transformed inte
the economic intelligence arm of
the Wehrmacht. 'The Nazi party
relied upon Farben as one of its
main’ propaganda machines.

It was HHitler's basic thesis
that: ‘After the enemy has been
completely demoralized from with-
iin-we will strike’ The weapon
.chosen for this demoralization was
propaganda; the instrumentality
the Auslandsorganisation (Foreign
Organization) of the NSDAP. The
‘purpose of the Ausiandsorganisa-
tion was to solidify German racial
unity and regiment German insti-
tutions abroad in accordance with
National Socialist racial doctrines;
prevent the assimilation of Ger-
mans in foreign countries; insure
the loyalty of all Germans abroad
(to the Nazi party; and carry on
Fifth Column sactivities. Numer-
ous Farben officials abroad held
important positions in the Aus-
landsorganisation and were its
sole representatives in many areas.

“The German Foreign Office
feared political friction if it were
obvious that Germany was estab-
4ishing agents abroad whose chief
function was the furtherance of
Nazi propaganda. It became of-
ficial policy, therefore, to foster
‘an international economic ap-
proach; to carry on intelligence
work and disseminate propaganda
behind the facade of seemingly re-
gpectable business. Officials and
employes of Farben concerns
throughout the world became ‘eco-
nomic agents’ of the Third Reich.”

Farben took elaborate precau-
tions to conceal its foreign hold-
ings in some 500 concerns by
transferring title to neutrals on
whose loyalty it depended for
eventual recovery of the property.

‘“Barly in 1940 Farben began to
take active measures in anticipa-
tion of possible war with the Unit-
ed States. A plan was adopted for
‘Americanizing’ Farben’s most im-
portant asset in the United States,
the General Aniline and Film Cor-

poration which Farben owned
}:hrgugh I. G. Chemie, Switzer- i
an . ”

In advance of each Nazi inva-
sion Farben prepared plans for a
‘new chemical order” in the de-
feated country. At the time of the
defeat of France it set its sights
on a ‘“European new order” sith
Germany at the heart of a “major
economic sphere” and Farben the
dominant industrial concern in
Germany.

The defendant Von Schnitzler
has stated that in preparing the
‘new order” Farben intended “to
keep Germany as strong as
possible militaristically in relation
to the United States.”

COUNT 2
PLUNDER AND SPOILATION

“In organizing the plunder of
property in occupied territories
and countries, the means adopted
varied from outright confiscation
by the enactment of various se-
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‘which ¥arben believed could be
used in making atom bombs.

In France, Farben’s strategy was
to force the largest chemical con-
cerns to combine into a new organ-
ization in which Farben held 51 per
cent of the stock.

In the Soviet Union, Farben suc-
ceeded in gaining control of the
most important Germawn Govern-
ment corporations set up to expicit
Soviet chemical industries.

COUNT 3
SLAVERY AND MASs MURDER

Farben made extensive use of de-
ported slave labor, concentration
camp inmates and prisoners of
war, It sent representatives to con-
centration camps to make selec-
tions.

“During the period here involved
Farben's total number of workers
reached 200,000, of which approxi-
mately 50 per cent were slave
labor, * * * Many died and were
replaced and many were ‘ex-
changed.

“Poison gases and various deadly
pharmaceuticals manufactured by
Farben and supplied by Farben to
officials of th- SS were used in ex-
perimentation upon and the exter-
mination of enslaved persons in
concentration camps throughout
Burope. Experiments on human
beings, including concentration
camp inmates, without their con-
sent were conducted by Farben to
determine the effect of deadly
gases, vaccines and related prod-
ucts.” .

Around 1940 the defendant, Am-
Yros, in consultation with the de-
fendant Ter Meer, recommended
that a new buna plant be con-
structed in Oswiecim. This was
done with eight to twelve thousand
laborers procured from the concen-
tration camp during the following
year.

Farben agreed to pay the SS one
and a half to four marks a day for
various classes of labor from Os-
wiecim. The lowest rate was for
children.

Farben Built Own Camp

In 1942 Farben constructed an
additional camp near Oswiecim
called Monowitz adjacent to its]
buna plant site. This cost Farben
5,000,000 marks. !

“In the administration of the
Monowitz concentration camp Far-'
ben set up a special punishment
division to which were sent work-
ers who did not conform to the
murderous requirements of pro-
duction effictency imposed by Far-
ben. As a result of such action
beatings and other forms of cor-
poral punishment were adminis-
tered and in many cases the work-
ers were sent to the extermination
chambers at Birkenau. * * *

“Working conditions at the Far-
ben buna plant were so severe and
unendurable that very often in-
mates were driven to suicide by
either dashing through the guards
and provoking death by rifle shot
or hurling themselves into the
high-tension electrically charged
barbed-wire fences. As a result
of these conditions the labor turn-
over in the buna plant in one year
amounted to at least 300 per cent.
Besides those who were extermi-
nated and committed suicide up to
and sometimes over 100 persons
died at their work every day from
sheer exhaustion. * * *

“Farben’s conduct at Auschwitz
[Oswiecim] can be best described
by a remark of Hitler: ‘What does
it matter to us? Look away if it

questration decrees to ‘negotia-
tions’ with the owners of such
property for its acquisition * * *
Farben marched with the Wehr-
macht and played a major role in
Germany’s program for acquisition
by conquest.”

In Austria, Farben’s major prize
was the Skoda-Wetzler Works; in
Czechoslovakia, the chemical works
of ‘the Prager Verein in Falkenau
and Aussig. In Poland, Farben
gained the ownership of two
major concerns and closed down a
third.

In Norway, Farben gained con-
trol of Norsk-Hydro by forcing an
increase in its capitalization. It
ordered the Norwegian concern to
expand the output of heavy water

makes you sick.'”





