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The State Department. is
considering a visa request for
a German scientist and for-
mer Nazj Party member who
managed the . G. Farben rub-
ber plant at Auschwitz during
World War IL

The scientist, Otto Ambros,
70, needs special permission
for the visa in light of his
conviction by a war crimes
tribunal at Nuremberg in
1948 for misusing slave labor.
He has asked for authoriza-

tion to visit the United States
next month in an application
filed with the U.S. consulate
at Stuttgart.

Supporting the request is
the Dow Chemical Co., which
has invited ‘Ambros to speak
at an “internal seminar” the
company is sponsoring at its
Midland, Mich., headquarters
May 12. .

‘“He’s. a- -well-informed au-
thority on the German chemi.
cal industry,” Dow skopesman
Mark Batterson said yester-

day in response {0 a reporter’s|. .

query. “He’s not coming here
because he's a convicted war
criminal.”
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sentenced to eight years in
prison, the stiffest penalty
handed down against any of
the 13 1. G. Farben executives
convicted after an 1l-month
trial. ‘
According to the prosecu-
tion, at least 25,000 persons
died at the Farben factory.
which was called I. G. Ausch-
witz, and at Monowitz, the
concentration camp specially
built for the company across
the road from the plant site.
In light of employment fig-
ures at the synthetic rubber
plant, this meant, the court
was told, that, “Farben in.
mates died at the rate of more
than 100 per cent each vear
. . . Inmates who had never
performed any hard physical
labor were forced to carry
in double time 100 pound
cement sacks and when they
broke down, they were beaten
or kicked by ‘kapos’ (inmate
overseers) and IG foremen
. In spite of the careful
‘selection’ (of workers), the

life span of an inmate coming
to I. G. Farben Auschwitz was

At Nuremberg, Ambros was

approximately_ three months.”

Apr 29, 1971

The Iabor force was culled
from Jews and others herded
into Auschwitz seven kile-
meters away where some 60
per cent were determined to
be unfit for work and “selec-
ted” for immediate gassing in
the death chambers at Bir-
kenau. _

Described as a brilliant
chemist, Ambros pleaded in-
nocent at the trial, his attor-
ney declaring that he “never
fajled to give help if he was
apptoached by anyone about
a human problem.”
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try cartel in violation of apiartime production record. "






