ly t iken from the vaults,

ﬂuﬂ 3. Tkmury :
Beter believes the gold was

spﬂwxl away in Army trucks
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New York City and then flown
to Switzerland and the Nether-
lands.

He claims it was illegally
sold to European sources for
the bargain price of 342 an
ounce — one-quarter the
going rate at that time. and
one-tenth what it is worth

in charge of the Fort Knox re-
serves until recently, admits
that one shipment of gold in
1971 — then worth $500 mil-
lion — **took 33 15-ton trucks
to haul out of here.”’

Beter and Durell are de-
manding that President
Reagan order a complete audit
of the gold at Fort Knox and
other federal depnsitorics
around the country.

now. Victor Harkin, who was
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They have enlisted the help

FORT KNOX
- 300 truckloads of bullion
‘were simply driven away

| of 1980 presidential candidate
Phil Crane (Rep-Illinois) and
former congressmen John
Rarick (Dem-Louisiana) and
Frank Chelf (Rep-Kentucky).

Durell claims that what lit-
tle gold still remains in Fort
Knox — only about 36 billion
worth— is of inferior quality.

““It's mostly melted-down

|.gold coins,’* he told GLOBE;

““which is approximately 90
percent gold and 10 percent
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BILLION IN GOLD MISSING FROM

E THAN $66 billion worth of gold is missing from Fort Knox,
t 7,000 tons of bullion — enough 1 fill 300 trucks — has been

copper. The quality is so pour
it would not be accepted on the
open market by any nation. "'

Beter says he found out|
about the theft in 1974 from

top officials in the American '

and foreign governments.

He brought it to the atten-
tion of a congressional com-
mittee, but officials in the
Treasury Department denied
that any gold had been re-
moved from Fort Knox,

However, Chelf claimed he
had cyewitnesses to the mid-
night heists. ‘[ had people
posted on lookout, and they
would tell me the hour and
minute when every load went
out,”’ he says.

The Treasury Department

finally agreed tb conduct an
inspection of Fort Knox for
group of reporters and con-

gressmen. But Durell calls'it

*a complete farce."

“Only two of the 13 vaults
were audited.”” he says.

“*And instead of sampling
the bars by boring holes into
them to make sure they were
gold all the way through, only
small chips were taken from
the outside.”

Durell alse ¢laims that the
reporters and congressmen
were not allowed to touch the
gold, and were allowed to
look “at it only through tiny

peepholes.

admitted that the gold they
showed the group was fmelted-|
down coins, and that the
majority of the gold in Fer{
Knox was of similar mférftn‘
quality.

Durell says the last time &
complete audit was done on
the Fort Knox bullion was inf
1953, Federal law calls for a
yearly audit, he adds, but a
Treasury Department spokes-
man says spot checks are all
that are required.

A GLOBE investigation rg—
veals that in 1949, U.S. gold
reserves totalled 700 million
ounces. However, according
to Treasury nt fig-
ures, that has now dwindled
to a mere 260 million ounces.

And only five percent of
that actually belongs to the
federal Treasury.

The rest is “‘owned’” ‘by
banks and their investors
around the country.

Government officials: insis|
that the missing gold has been
legitimately sent to foreign
banks in legal transactions. |

But Beter and Durell are
convinced that a vast fortung
in gold has been pirated frnm
ch Knox.

“*And if we're right,”" says
Beter, **the persons responsis
ble should be jailed.”

Treasury officials IaIeT





